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further trouble came in the countries beyond the borders,
both east and west.
In the east, Upper Burma was annexed in 1885.   In the
west the trouble with the Afghans recurred in 1879, when Burma
another British resident was murdered at the court of the (I885)
Amir.  Lord Roberts marched to Kandahar from Kabul, and
finally the British Government decided to pay the ruler of Afgha
the State an annual subsidy to ensure his friendliness.   As 0379)
before, their true object was to check the Russians, but with
the passing of time, the political situation in Europe had
changed, and the distrust of Russia was replaced by fear of a
common enemy.   So with the opening of the 20th century
Britain and Russia found themselves drawing together, and
the North-west Frontier ceased to be a source of contention.
As a result of the Mutiny, and of a general change in
public feeling, it was realized that more must be done to social
improve social conditions in India. Plague and famine were
the scourges which the British tried to eliminate. The
Indian medical service was developed to deal with plague,
and when once medical science discovered how it was
carried (by rats), it became easier to prevent the fearful
epidemics. As to famine, here Dalhousie's reforms at length
justified themselves. When the crops failed in India, corn
and rice could be imported and brought to stricken areas
by the railways. As irrigation improved the cultivation of
the fields, so the yield improved, and the government could
and did undertake vast works to help India to feed her
millions. Education, the crying need of India, where there
are many millions of illiterates, was and must be a
difficulty, for the cost is enormous, and so poverty-stricken
a country can scarcely bear any addition to its taxation.
After 1828 the British Government had tried to encourage
education and set up State-aided schools. In these schools
English was the common language used (for different races
use different languages in various parts) and acted as a
unifying force.